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Second Opinions for Cholangiocarcinoma

Getting a second opinion is a common and smart step in managing cholangiocarcinoma. It’s 
about gathering more information and treatment options, not about doubting your doctor. Most 
doctors understand and encourage their patients to explore all available options.

Myth

Fact

Seeking a second opinion means I don’t trust my current doctor.

Seeking a second opinion doesn’t mean you have to switch doctors. Many patients continue 
their treatment with their original care team while benefiting from the insights of a specialist. It’s 
about collaboration to ensure the best care.

Myth

Fact

If I get a second opinion, my treatment will need to be transferred to the second doctor.

The Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation offers resources, like a Specialist Map and patient 
navigators, to help you locate experienced doctors. These specialists are often at the forefront of 
research and clinical trials, providing access to the latest treatments.

Myth

Fact

Finding a cholangiocarcinoma specialist is too difficult.

Doctors are professionals and understand the importance of second opinions, especially for rare 
cancers like cholangiocarcinoma. It’s about ensuring you feel confident in your treatment plan.

Myth

Fact

I will offend my doctor by asking for a second opinion.

Cholangiocarcinoma specialists often collaborate with your current doctor to develop a 
comprehensive treatment plan. A second opinion enhances your care, providing more expertise 
without disrupting continuity.

Myth

Fact

Seeking a second opinion will disrupt the treatment process.

Myth A second opinion won’t offer anything new.

Different Specialists often have access to different clinical trials and cutting-edge treatments 
that may not be available elsewhere. A second opinion can open new possibilities, including 
experimental therapies.

Fact

Seeking a second opinion is an empowering way to take control of your health and ensure you’re receiving the best 
care for cholangiocarcinoma. It’s not about doubting your current doctor, but exploring all available options, finding a 
specialist, and potentially gaining access to clinical trials. Most importantly, it encourages collaboration between doctors 
to create the most effective treatment plan, giving you and your family peace of mind on a difficult journey.

For more resources and support, visit curecca.org.


